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photographs show the church in 1935
and then 1945, when it was mostly
destroyed. The whitewashed baroque
St Casimir’s (26), round the corner on
Rynek Nowego Miasto, served as a
Polish field hospital in 1944; and from
the rococo St Anna’s (27) on Krakows-
kie Przedmiescie, a pilgrimage begins
every year to the Black Madonna of
Czestochowa, 250km away, in time for
the feast of the Assumption.
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nights and test all aspects of their ser-
vices, from breakfast, dinner and after-
noon tea to the wines on offer and any
spa, golf course or gym facilities. After
their stay, inspectors are required to fill
out a comprehensive 26-page report,
which covers everything from the wel-
come they received to the service and
state of the rooms.

All expenses incurred during the stay
will be reimbursed with the exception of
travel. Interested? Send your applica-
tions to inspectors@slh.gom and explain
in 50 words or less details of your previ-
ous travels.

pStill waiting around for that elusive
New Year's Eve invite? Chances are at
this stage it's not coming, so the most
sensible thing to do is take yourself off

to a country hotel for the festivities and
pamper yourself into 2004.
Knockranny House Hotel in West-
port, Co. Mayo, has a special two-night
B&B package for the New Year, which
includes a six-course banquet, live
music and a mulled wine reception on
arrival, for €295. A four-star hotel that
has the feel of a five-star, Knockranny is
the sort of place where you can put in a
whole day by the fire admiring the spec-
tacular views of Croagh Patrick and
Clew Bay. There are nooks and crannies
scattered around the hotel, like the
plush drawing room and library, where
you can while away the hours in peace.
If you really want to spoil yourself, book
an executive suite which features four-
poster beds, sunken lounges and spa
baths, as well as complimentary robes

the ap of luxury is just the job

and DVD players. For bookings, contact
Knockranny on 09-828600 or
www.khh.ie.

»London’s Lord Mayor Ken Livingstone
has announced that tubes, buses and
trains will operate a free 24-hour service
this New Year’s Eve. Tubes will run all
night for the first time since the Queen’s
Golden Jubilee celebrations last year.
Critics have complained that one of
the world’s most high-profile cities has
had no New Year’s Eve celebrations for
the last three years, largely due to road
works in Trafalgar Square. Last year,
New York, Sydney and Paris staged fire-
work spectaculars and giant parties
which left London in the shade. Lon-
doners have yet to hear what the city
authorities have planned for this year.

Relaxing: Th



